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Land Acknowledgment
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“The way we can best take care of ourselves is to
have land, and turn it and till it by our labor—that s,
by the labor of the women, and children, and old
men—and we can soon maintain ourselves and have
something to spare ... We want to be placed on land
until we are able to buy it and make it our own.”

(Garrison Frazier)



“In 1875, African Americans owned three
million acres of land. Five years later, they
owned eight million, and by 1900, it was twelve
million”

(White, 2018, p. 28).



“By the 1920s, Black people owned about a
million farms-14% of all of the farms in the
country. In the decades that followed, that
number dropped to’below 2%.”

(New York Times, 2019)



“The love you have for the land is unreal...
and I want this land back™

June Provest






people or nation to

-’ . 3
urvive, land is necessary

-Zannie fow famer



, food is used as a political
e a pig in your backyard, if
bles in your garden, you
fan'reed yourself and your family, and nobody can
push you a rouind. If We have something like some

2 | Some gardens and a few things like that,
wg have'nojobs, we can eat and we can

"~ look after our families”.
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Fannie Lou Hamer / Collection of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture / The Louis Draper Archive
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DIMESOIONENE

Developing Ouetioms and Pla

IS FOOD A POLITICAL WEAPON?

Staging the Compelling Begin with a class read aloud of the book Every Human Has
Question Rights: A Photographic Declaration for Kids published by
National Geographic. The teacher can start by discussing the cover
of the text and ask students what they know about human rights.
What are human rights? Why do we have them? Do kids have
human rights? What happens if your rights are violated by your
country? The inquiry unit should begin reading and pause on right
#25 “you have the right to food, shelter, and health care”. The
teacher should pause and discuss with students what it means that
you have the right to food? Do they agree or disagree with that
statement? What is the government's role in making sure that
every person has enough to eat?

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3
[ J
What is the history of African | What is a farm cooperative? Who was Fannie Lou
Americans and the land? What impact did cooperatives | Hamer? How did she create

have on Black farmers? change in her community?




Geography

“.. Developing a sense of place lets
children know that they belong in the
physical world around them and in the

social and cultural world they share with
others”
(Brilliante & Mankiw, 2015, p. 3)

“The discipline of economics is not
primarily about memorizing items..
it's about empowering people to make
thoughtful choices”
(Gallagher & Hodges, 2010, p. 15)




CriticaFRaee<Theory

(Bell£1.9923 Delgado 19893 g rtisy 1994; Ladson—Bllhngs&Tate 1995; Tadson=Billings,

Counterstorytelling  (Matsuda, 1995, Solsrzano ¢ Yosso, 2002)

A method of teﬂing stories that aims to chqﬂenge the Vahdify of
the master narrative or my’[hs held by the majority ]oy centering
the knowleclge and experiences of communities of Color.

5 [ J
. Critique of liberalism  (Crenshaw, 188) Whiteness as property  (Harris, 1445)
Crifique of notions such as color blindness, Because of the his’[ory of race/racism in the US,

meritocracy, and neutrqhty of the law. the notion of whiteness can be considered a

property interest.




CriticaFRaee=Theory

(Bell 19928 Declgado, 1989 2ElarTisy 1994; Ladson-Billings & Tate. 1995; Ladson=Billings,

0-& Y0ss0, 2002:
P

Slavery and
the Economy

Economic Decision Making
D2.Eco.2.3-5. Identify positive and negative incentives that influence the

decisions people make.

Exchange and Markets
D2.Eco.3.3-5. Identify examples of the variety of resources (human
capital, physical capital, and natural resources) that are used to produce

goods and services.

Shargcropping
and Slavery in
the context of
wage earnipg

{9 D2.Eco.1.3-5. Compare the benefits and costs of individual choices.

Economic Decision Making
D2.Eco.2.K-2. Identify the benefits and costs of making various personal

decisions.

Economic Decision Making

Exchange and Markets
D2.Eco.3.3-5. Identify examples of the variety of resources (human
capital, physical capital, and natural resources) that are used to produce

goods and services.

on & Eﬂ% :

Blacks living i“ rural, Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.5.K-2. Describe how human activities affect the cultural and environmental characteristics of places or

urban and suburban .
regions.

contexts
Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
° D2.Geo.4.3-5. Explain how culture influences the way people modify and adapt to their environments.
Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.5.3-5. Explain how the cultural and environmental characteristics of places change over time.
Human Population: Spatial Patterns and Movements
D2.Geo.7.K-2. Explain why and how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place.
Human Population: Spatial Patterns and Movements
D2.Geo.7.3-5. Explain how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the distribution and movement of
people, goods, and ideas.
Black farmers, Human Population: Spatial Patterns and Movements
sharecroppers, el e D2.Geo.7.K-2. Explain why and how people, goods, and move from place to place. .
cooperatives :

Segregation, integration,
environmental justice
movement

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.5.K-2. Describe how human activities affect the cultural and environmental characteristics of places or regions.

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.4.3-5. Explain how culture influences the way people modify and adapt to their environments.

Human-Environment Interaction: Place, Regions, and Culture
D2.Geo.5.3-5. Explain how the cultural and environmental characteristics of places change over time.




Staging the=Gompelling:Question

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

e What are human rights? Why do we

* : 5 /@ have them?
E"ER i | ® Do kids have human rights?

E g e What h if ight
m : . ) Youbave terigheo FOOD, SHELTER, @ appens it youl nghls are

o HEALTH CARE. violated by your country?

RIE'HTE e What does it means that you have the
, : right to food?

A PHOTOGRAPHIC DECLARATION FOR KIDS

° What is the governmen’f's role in

mqking sure ‘thO_‘t every person hO.S

enough to eat?



IIII THE ABCs Y

SQL What is the history of African Americans and the land?



Cotton field, Retreat Plantation, Port Royal
Island, S.C. / Photographed by Hubbard & Mix,
Beaufort, S.C

Library of Congress




The First cotton-gin / drawn
by William L. Sheppard.
1869 Dec. 18.

Library of Congress




Emancipation / Th. Nast ; King &
Baird, printers, 607 Sansom Street,
Philadelphia.

Published by S. Bott, no. 43 South
Third Street, Philadelphia, Penna.,
c1865.

NIGATIVE H0.
L6-5262 =




RADICAL MEMBERS

OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE AFTER
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Radical members of the
first legislature after the
war, South Carolina
1876

Library of Congress




The Union as it was The lost
cause, worse than slavery //

] Tennessee, venture even to denounce the

Th. Nast How easily wicked and treasonable organiza-
1874 tions may gain the control over the y y | derers or the violators of the ]
and the industrious members of society has al- | Northern journal, e I
A | by the wrongs inflicted upon peaceable se

ways been signally apparent at the South.

Library of Congress




“The slave went free; stood for a brief moment
in the sunj and then moved again toward

slavery.”’
- W.E.B DUBOIS



“Borne down by ever-increasing debts, trapped by a legal system which severely
restricted their every movement, weakened by malnutrition and disease, and violently
denied access to legal relief, black tenant farmers labored under a weight of

oppression which offered virtually no escape.”
(Hinson & Robinson, 2018, p. 288)
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Lee, Russell, 1903-1986, Negro tenant farmer family. Old Negro farmer and his grandson,
hotographer :
Creg tod /gpu‘:,”she d Greene County, Georgia. June, near Greensboro, Alabama
1940 Feb. 1941. 1941

Library of Congress Library of Congress Library of Congress






SQ3: Who was Fannie Lou Hamer? How did she create change in her community?

sunflower county, Mississippi

Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement by C. Boston Weatherford




SQ3: Who was Fannie Lou Hamer? How did she create change in her community?

1 to buy a wagon, plow, three mules—
Mullen and Della,
estock.

e getting ahead

Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement by C. Boston Weatherford




SQ3: Who was Fannie Lou Hamer? How did she create change in her community?

Negro farmers at soil
conservation meeting at
Vernon, Oklahoma

Lee, Russell, 1903-1986,
photographer

1940 Feb.

Library of Congress




Not Everyone could Move Up North

Hardship after hardship

wore my father down.

By the time | was twenty-two,
we had buried him

Most of my brothers and sisters
moved up north, hoping

for higher pay and a better life.
I can‘t blame them

Jim Crow chokes every chance
a black man gets down here
Who wouldn't long

for something better?

| might have gone, too,

but my mother needed care,

| couldn’t bear the thought of her
in some nursing home.

She was in her eighties, nearly blind
and worn down by hard work,
when she moved in with me
Sometimes | read to her.

Other times, I'd hear her singing
Songs that would really sank down in me,
powerful message songs.

I never regretted staying behind

Not a single minute, not a single note.




" Very Few people appreciate that the
African Americans in those communities did
not go there as immigrants looking for new

economic opportunities,

THEY WENT THERE AS REFUGEES FROM TERROR"

—Bryan Stevenson



The Freedom Farm Cooperative ..

2018, p. 72
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NO Rest

Summerof 196g, | sat at the Democ National Conv And no child should know what hungerjs
So | started a Freedom Farm,

a pig bank,and a Head Start Program;
and help folks living inshacks

In Chicago as Part of the Loyalist ¢
what was formed to crus}

Still; 1 let my voice be heard
and against the war in get 'hold of government housing loans.
lwas Weary as an old soldier, I mind a lot of pots. | given my two cents
but I couldn’t rest—no, | to the women’s liberation movement.
Notas long as black IWsuitagainst Sunflower County
schools was segrega rate the public schools,
and black teachers was discri lost a bid for state senate jn 1971,
Not as long as laws be holding The outcome was rigged against me.
One day an old white man told But fifty-five blacks was elected in Mississippi
A€ appreciated me doi; that year —a record for a southern state,
Ain‘t no telling how long And in 1976, the Congressional Black Caucus,
He could not be free y made up of black congresspeople,
given me a lifelong service award.

I'had always believed:
We serve God by serving o Maybe I had won after all.

C. Boston Weatherford

) Civil Rights Mo
Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer Spirit of the Civil Rights Mo
/oice :




“.have a stake in it; they are not relying on
handouts; they are enhancing their own dignity
and freedom by learning that they can feed

themselves through their own efforts’
1963 REPORT BY THE NATIOANL COUNCIL FOR NEGRO WOMEN



Black Farmers protest outside the U.S. District

Courthouse prior to a hearing on their class action

lawsuit against the Department of Agriculture.

John Francis Ficara

Rosa Murphy, in her late '80s,

Allen Gooden, cattle farmer continues to do light work in her

John Francis Ficara fields.
John Francis Ficara

Ad&-aw:@fmumf;m and M&,—M%ALLU’LC%
(Whate, 2076).



“A revolution is based on land. Land is
the basis of all independence. Land is
the basis of freedom, Justice, and
equality... A revolutionary wants land
so he can set up his own nation, an

independent nation.”

-MALCOLM X




Trending:

A New Generation of Black Farmers Is
Returning to the Land

LEAH ~ M NOV 19, 2019
BY PENNIMAN




Environmental Justice Movement
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Thank you!

Amanda Vickery@unt.edu

@ @DrMandal.izVick
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