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Using your background 
knowledge, cell phone, and any 
other resources, tell me what is 
happening in this document 
[modified for use with young 
readers].

Pay attention to the words that 
were especially useful in helping 
you figure out what was 
happening.

Found at https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbnawsa.n2152/?sp=87

https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbnawsa.n2152/?sp=87


Happy Anniversary!!!



Objectives

• By the end of this webinar you should be able to
• present an evidence-based argument for teaching with primary sources 

rather than more traditional history instruction
• make an explicit connection between the knowledge, skills, and dispositions 

taught with primary sources and civic engagement
• explain how working with evidence on Susan B. Anthony’s act of civil 

disobedience can nurture knowledge, skills, and dispositions for civic 
engagement



Presentation 
Agenda

Reimagining history teaching

Teaching with primary sources

Transfer of historical knowledge, skills, 
dispositions to civic engagement

Model lesson: Susan B. Anthony’s civil 
disobedience



I have to give the 
test on Friday because they 

will have forgotten everything by 
the time they get back 

from Spring Break.





Traditional 
Instruction

“The problem with traditional 
[history classes], then, is not that 
they care about facts too much but 
that they do not care about facts 
enough to inquire into the nature 
of how people learn them.”

Calder, 2006



What do you 
typically do 
during a history 
lesson?

• Heather: I typically listen and figure out how 
stuff worked back then… [The teacher] wants 
us to listen to help us figure out the past and 
so she can fully have us understand too.

• Jordan: I listen and I try to understand what 
they’re talking about. 

• Andrea: usually sit and listen and participate 
in the things that they ask us to 

• 61% of students said “listen.”



Enslaved individuals had many 
ways to resist abuse. Some 
attempted to escape from 
enslavement by running away. 

Which enslaved individuals were 
more likely to run away? What 
does this tell us about their 
lives?



Through the last half of 1864 
General Sherman marched Union 
troops from Atlanta to Charleston 
destroying and consuming 
everything in their path.

Did Sherman use excessive force or 
were his actions necessary to win 
the Civil War? Do moral outcomes 
ever justify immoral actions?



Paintings as 
Accounts

What does 19th century artwork suggest about 
Americans’ changing attitudes about the West 

and its earlier inhabitants?



What do you 
typically do 
during a history 
lesson?

• Heather: I typically would be … just trying to 
figure out … how does one piece of the puzzle fit 
with the next piece of the puzzle. Trying to figure 
out how they go together so you can figure out 
the next piece of the puzzle after that.

• Jordan: Analyze what’s happening with the 
history that we’re talking about 

• Andrea: Analyze. Definitely analyzing your 
sources to try and figure out your opinion of 
what happened…. So, like detective work. Taking 
your clues and figuring out the answer to your 
question 

• 38% of students said “listen.”



What do you 
typically do 
during a history 
lesson?

PRETEST
Jordan: I listen, and I try to understand 
what they’re talking about. 

POSTTEST
Jordan: Analyze what’s happening with the 
history that we’re talking about.
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Susan B. Anthony

• Today Susan B. Anthony is nearly universally 
beloved, but how was she viewed in her 
time?

• To what degree was her act of civil 
disobedience, voting illegally in 1872, an 
effective means of promoting change?

• How can we apply lessons learned from her 
experience to promote needed reform 
today?



Generally, has strong opinion Someone from outside NY: publicity

Soon after trial Reliable online source

Sourcing 
Sequence



Generally, has strong opinion Someone from outside NY: publicity

Soon after trial Reliable online source

Collecting evidence: To 
what degree was her act 
of civil disobedience, 
voting illegally in 1872, 
an effective means of 
promoting change?

“Finally” a word that hints at 

frustration and the idea that 

this is the end of the issue

“Fellows” meant as an insult

His opinion—GUILTY!
Popular opinion? Is he 
a minority in 1873?

What did she/they do?

I think he is wrong. She 

thought it did give her the 

right (being a person who 

had been born)

OK, this answers my question. Her shameful act was making speeches Was there a change of 

venue?

“Well behaved women…”



Found at https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbnawsa.n2152/?sp=87
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbnawsa.n2152/?sp=87
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Civic Engagement
• Identifying a need or problem in our school, 

community, state, nation, or the world, and taking 
corrective action.
• Observation
• Disposition to act
• Empowerment

• INFORMED Civic Engagement
• Possessing the knowledge and skills needed to take WISE 

action in a manner that GETS POSITIVE RESULTS



Civil Disobedience

• Knowledge
• Definition
• Examples and non-examples
• Results (good and bad)

• Skills
• Identify a venue
• Know how to sway opinion

• Dispositions
• Courage
• Resilience



“Are plastic water bottles bad for the environment?”



“Is raising 
the 
minimum 
wage a good 
thing?”



“Is it OK for 
an athlete to 
eat sugar?” 





Dispositions

• Defending Civil Rights: Looking Out for One Another
• Collaborative Problem Solving: Making a Difference 

by Coming Together
• Compromise: Sacrificing for the Common Good
• Getting Along with Adversaries
• Demonstrating Disapproval: Courageously Taking a 

Stand
• Civil Disobedience: When All Else Fails
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The trinity of objectives: knowledge, 
skills, and dispositions

The transfer of historical content and 
skills to civic engagement

Model lesson: Susan B. Anthony’s civil 
disobedience



Civil Disobedience



Susan B. Anthony in 2020
I voted

https://www.cnn.com/videos/us/2016/11/04/people-are-leaving-i-voted-stickers-on-susan-b-anthonys-grave-orig-tc.cnn


Susan B. Anthony

• Today Susan B. Anthony is nearly universally 
beloved, but how was she viewed in her 
time?

• To what degree was her act of civil 
disobedience, voting illegally in 1872, an 
effective means of promoting change?

• How can we apply lessons learned from her 
experience to promote needed reform 
today?



Susan B. Anthony in 1872

• Born in 1820
• Quaker family
• Reformers: abolitionists, temperance
• Women’s suffrage
• 1872 Rochester, convinced election officials to 

allow her to vote
• Arrested 2 weeks later



Susan B. Anthony in 1872

• 7 months awaiting trial
• Speeches and published articles
• Change of venue
• Trial publicity
• Jurors instructed to return a guilty verdict
• Anthony only spoke at sentencing
• Fined $100
• Refused to pay



Susan B. Anthony

• Today Susan B. Anthony is nearly universally 
beloved, but how was she viewed in her 
time?

• Was her act of civil disobedience, voting 
illegally in 1872, an effective means of 
promoting change?

• How can we apply lesson learned from her 
experience to promote needed reform 
today?









Prosecuting attorney , 
speaking to court, 
opening statement, 
laying out case.

She voted. She was a woman. The 
law did not allow women to vote.

Sounds like an attorney, matter of 
fact, no emotion, admits that her 
intentions may have good. But not 
moved personally. Good evidence 
of the way many thought. 



Found at https://www.loc.gov/resource/rbnawsa.n2152/?sp=87
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Susan B. Anthony

• Today Susan B. Anthony is nearly universally 
beloved, but how was she viewed in her 
time?

• Was her act of civil disobedience, voting 
illegally in 1872, an effective means of 
promoting change?

• How can we apply lesson learned from her 
experience to promote needed reform 
today?



Debriefing

Question

Background Information

Evidence

Graphic Organizer

Modeling

Taking Informed Action



Objectives

• Can you
• present an evidence-based argument for teaching with primary sources 

rather than more traditional history instruction
• make an explicit connection between the knowledge, skills, and dispositions 

taught with primary sources and civic engagement
• explain how working with evidence on Susan B. Anthony’s act of civil 

disobedience can nurture knowledge, skills, and dispositions for civic 
engagement



Jeffery D. Nokes
Brigham Young University

jeff_nokes@byu.edu
December 16, 2020

Teaching with 
Primary Sources to 

Prepare for Civic 
Engagement 

mailto:jeff_nokes@byu.edu

