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On January 27, 2017, an Executive Order 
placed a limit on immigration from seven, 
primarily Muslim countries, suspending 
active visas and forcing the detainment of 
individuals seeking entry into the United 
States. The National Council for the 
Social Studies (NCSS) and its affiliated 
groups, the College and University 
Faculty Assembly, the International 
Assembly, the National Social 
Studies Supervisors Association, 
and the Social Science Education 
Consortium, issue the following joint 
statement to reaffirm our commitment to 
an open and inclusive democracy.

The National Council for the Social 
Studies concludes that this Executive 
Order, restricting immigration from 
seven mostly Muslim countries, con-
tradicts our core values and beliefs as 
social studies educators. NCSS pro-
motes social studies as an “integrated 
study of the social sciences and humani-
ties” with a purpose to “promote civic 
competence” and help individuals make 
informed “decisions for the public good 
as citizens of a culturally diverse, demo-
cratic society” (NCSS, 2010). We find 
fault with this Executive Order based on 
these compelling reasons.

First, the executive order contradicts 

our belief in religious freedom and 
tolerance. NCSS holds that “knowl-
edge about religions is not only a char-
acteristic of an educated person but 
is necessary for effective and engaged 
citizenship in a diverse nation and 
world”(NCSS 2014, Statement on the 
Study About Religions). Religious lit-
eracy facilitates cross-cultural under-
standing and encourages respect for 
the ideals of religious freedom. This 
Executive Order targets immigrants 
from specific nations and ethnic groups 
associated with the religion of Islam. 
Restricting a group based on nation 
of origin and religion runs counter to 
our national ideals, as our history was 
settled, in part, by immigrants escaping 
religious or ideological persecution.

Second, the executive order challenges 
our commitment to human rights edu-
cation and humanitarian efforts. We 
believe in the “democratic ideals of 
freedom, equality, non-discrimination 
and respect for the rights of all. In an 
increasingly globalized world and within 
the United States itself, this growth and 
development must emphasize not only 
the rights and obligations arising from 
American citizenship but also the rights 
and responsibilities that arise domes-

tically and globally from our common 
humanity”(NCSS 2014, Statement on 
Human Rights Education). Many of 
the individuals affected by this recent 
Executive Order are refugees fleeing 
countries where their basic human 
rights are in jeopardy; for others, their 
life depends upon the ability to seek 
asylum in another country. Refugees, by 
definition, cannot return to any home-
land. They remain one of the world’s 
most vulnerable populations. Because 
our organization has established a com-
mitment to teaching about and affirm-
ing human rights for all individuals, we 
must work to protect refugees, as well as 
any additional groups that become vul-
nerable through current or future travel 
restrictions.

Third, the executive order is an affront 
to our support of global and interna-
tional education. We believe “that the 
human experience is an increasingly glo-
balized phenomenon in which people 
are constantly being influenced by trans-
national, cross-cultural, multi-cultural, 
multi-ethnic interactions”(NCSS 2016, 
Statement on Global and International 
Education). According to the Institute of 
International Education, this Executive 
Order impacts about 17,000 interna-
tional students from Iran, Iraq, Libya, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen who 
study in the United States. These stu-
dents offer multiple perspectives and 
a global voice to our schools and uni-
versities. Social studies educators must 
expand efforts to globalize the curricu-
lum and the classroom, as well as to aid 
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U.S. students in addressing global issues 
with an approach that promotes intel-
lectual honesty and action (NCSS 2016, 
Statement on Global and International 
Education).

In social studies classrooms, students 
learn that there are complex issues which 
cross local, national, and international 
lines. These issues require solutions that 
are interdisciplinary and draw on the 
knowledge and perspectives of diverse 
populations. When those ideas and inter-
actions are restricted, the possible ranges 
of solutions offered by an educated pop-
ulace are limited. As educators, it is our 
professional responsibility to teach and 
support all students in our institutions 
regardless of race, gender, language, reli-
gion, nation of origin, sexual preference, 
and ability. We acknowledge that many 
of our students, families, and communi-
ties are directly impacted by this execu-
tive order. This executive order contra-
dicts our core beliefs about the duties 
of citizenship in a participatory democ-
racy and compromises the social studies 
profession, our students, families and 
communities. Furthermore, it counters 
a core tenet of global and international 
education—to use knowledge of world 
cultures to act on behalf of international 
understanding, tolerance and empathy. 

We, the National Council for the 
Social Studies and its affiliated groups 
listed above, issue this statement against 
the Executive Order dated on January 27, 
2017 that restricts travel and imposes a 
limit on immigration.
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About NCSS
Founded in 1921, National Council 
for the Social Studies (NCSS) has 
grown to be the largest association in 
the country devoted solely to social 
studies education. NCSS engages 
and supports educators in strength-
ening and advocating social studies. 
With members in all the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and 69 
foreign countries, NCSS serves as an 
umbrella organization for elementary, 
secondary, and college teachers of 
history, civics, geography, economics, 
political science, sociology, psychol-
ogy, anthropology, and law-related 
education. Organized into a network 
of more than 110 affiliated state, local, 
and regional councils and associated 
groups, the NCSS membership rep-
resents K-12 classroom teachers, col-
lege and university faculty members, 
curriculum designers and specialists, 
social studies supervisors, and leaders 
in the various disciplines that consti-
tute the social studies. 
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This book is an indispensable guide 
for teachers implementing the C3 
Framework. The book consists of 
model lessons contributed by 15 of 
the best social studies curricular orga-
nizations. Each lesson encompasses 
the whole of the C3 Inquiry Arc from 
questioning to action, engages stu-
dents in a meaningful content expe-
rience that fits a typical curriculum, 
and needs between 2 and 5 days of 
instruction. Students collaborate, 
practice disciplinary literacy skills, 
and present their findings creatively. 
There are lessons for all grade bands 
from K-2 to 9-12.
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